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separate phrenological organs and call it an explanation
of Mind ; as to put forward these seven unrelated planes
or principles of Theosophy as an explanation of the World, It
is clear that it is not this old-world division of things into
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seven separate and unrelated categories or planes, that has
captured the minds of those European Thinkers who have given
in their adhesion to Theosophy, Nor is it that other great
doctrine of the system, viz., of re-incarnation, and re-birth
through Karma which has subjugated them. For although
this doctrine may satisfy our sense of outraged justice, by
showing that the misery and sorrow we are reaping in this
present world are but the fruit of what we have ourselves sown
in a former existence on earth, still the doctrine is robbed of
all its practical virtue and efficacy, by their being no conscious-
ness in us of any continuity or identity between the persons
who reap and the persons who have sown; much in the same
way as the paternal relation would be robbed of all its virtue,
if fathers and sons when they met were ignorant of the relation-
ship they bore to each other. Nor, again, is it their Heaven
or Devachan as it is called, which has attracted so many minds;
for although Theosophy holds out to its devotees the promise
of a delicious opium-like dream of bliss for 1,500 years or so
between each incarnation on. earth, and that, too, without the
unpleasant chance of any other Hell than that of re-birth in
case of failure; still this is not the kind of motive that would
most strongly appeal to the noble-minded, truth-loving men
who have adopted this belief, and must be set aside as a main
or even secondary cause of the spread of Theosophy, No, from
no one or all of these causes can the spread of Theosophy be
accounted for among the best minds. The real cause of its
spread lies in the efficacy of these seven principles or planes of
existence when bound together into the Planetary Chain; in
the harmonious solutions, viz., which this chain gives to those
perplexing problems of the World and of Life which Physical
Science has never been able quite satisfactorily to solve, and